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oacmber 2, 1580

tmm'er K. F. Wassenberg

U. S. Coast Guard

Captain of thc Port

#arine Safety Office -

477 Michigan Avenue, Room 850
Detroit, Michican 48226

Dur Corrander Yassenberg:

TM: Jetter {s 1n response to your Yetter of Novesber §, 1980 ugardlmg
the BASF Myandotte (Federal Marime Terminals) site located tn Riverview,
Michican. It 1s the opiafon of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) that the course of action {adicated in the following recosmenda-
tions presents the best vesponse to the eonditions encountered at the
BASF site as known at this time.

The firgt aspact of Lhe hazardous condftions at the BASF gite which 1s
of concern 1s the runoff of contaminated surface water from the site to
the Detroit River. This surface woter runoff was clearly evident during
the Reqfonal Response Teanm meeting on August 21, 1980. On that date
USEPA recommsnded that Section 311 funds be tnized to contain this
runoff. It was epperent at the RRT meeting that {aterim contatament of
the runoff could be sccoomplished with materfals located on the site gt
8 Teascaabdle cost.

‘Purguant to Section 311{c)(1} of the Clean Mater Act, 33 U.5.C.5122Y(c)(1).
"Whenever any ofl or & hazardous substance 13 discharged, er there 15 ¢
substantial threat of such discharge, into or upon the mavigable waters of
the United States ... the President is suthorized to act to remove or
arrange for the removal of such ofl or substance at any time ...." There
1s no requirement that & reportadble quantity of any pollutant be ghown to
have sctually entered the Detroit River. In addition, 4D CFR$1510.53
uq_uires that “Defensive actions ghould begin &s soon as possidble ofter

8 discharge or potential discherge {s discovered.” Therefore, fn light

" of the health hazards associated with the obvious discharge of surface
Tunoff to the Detroit River and the continued threat of such discharge
USEPA rencws {ts recomsendation that 311 funds be used fmmed{ately to
contain further runoff from the BASF site. The second aspect of concern
associated with the site is the movement of contaminated gmnd wter
from the site ¢o tht Detroft lﬂnr. .



The continuing discharge of contamination from the BASF site to the
Detroit River via groun? water flow has been documented, however, the
exact nature of the discharge §s unknovn at this time. In order to
fully assess the cheracteristics of the ground water movement

USEP/ 15 planning to undertake a comnlete hvdrogeslocic studv of the
site. The funding for this study was recently approved and the necessary
field work should be completed prior to the end of Decenber 1982, The
results of this stuly will provide us with an assessment of the remedial
actions needed to remove the hazards associated with the site. Until
this stuly 15 comnlete §t {s frnossible to prescribe a complete and
effective remedfal program. Recormendations concerning the long-terw.
remedy for the hazards at this site or the potential necessity for the
further use of Sectfon 311 funding, as well as any conclusfve assess-
went of the conditions at the site are clearly premature at this time.

In surmary, USEPA recommends that Section 311 funds be used {mmediately
to contain surface runoff from the BASF site. Further remadial actions
and conclusfons regarding the conditions at the site, however, must
wait until the completion of the hydrogeologic study. Please feel
free to contact me should you have any questions or comments regarding
these recoemendations.

Sincerely yours,

Richard E. Bartelt
Chief, Environmental Emergency and
Investiaations Branch
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